TIPS for BETTER OPERATION

Presented by BOB VAN CLEEF
of the North River Railway
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Is the constant movement A Constant operation provides

of trains with a lot of a rubbingactionwhich keeps
operation. the railhead polished and
clean

A Many constantly running
store displays have no
problems

A Nor does the mainline of
manyclublayouts

A Well used Tracks, in an
Idealisticworld, shouldnever
requirecleaning




THINGS HAPPEN HOWEVER.

Long times between running

A Scenery projects requiring | |
trains can destroy operation.

plastercaninstantly destroy
anyoperationat all.

A A harsh environment can
also conspire to rust,
corrode and degrade both
tracksandwheels

A Attempting to operate over
dirty track combined with
modern transistor or DCC
circuitry  can  further
accelerateghis destruction
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So what can be done?



ENTER the TRACK CLEANING SQI

A No one method for track cleaning is best for all situations.
A Itis an intuitive art.
A Here is a caddy to carry around a few track cleaning tools.



TRACK CLEANING TOOLS

These are the most common A ContactCleanersare usedto

tools for track cleaning.

Improve contact between
wheelsandrail.

A Track  Abrasives clean
stubborndirt.

A Kerosene(or any petroleum
based solvent) helps to
removedirt.

A A Balsablock combinedwith
a mixture of ordinary soap
and kerosene canbe usedto
scrubdirt from the railhead



ABRASIVE TRACK CLEANER!

A Use of an abrasive track
cleaner should be done
sparingly, mostly where rails
have been painted or
covered with new scenery.

A Excessive use of abrasives
can eventually wear down
the railhead.

A Always use extreme caution
around turnouts to avoid
damage . Work from the frog
toward the points.

Use sparinglyand

carefully




BALSA WOOD

A Balsa wood is an excellent
track cleaner. Simply cut a
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length and use.
. A It is cheap, effective and is
N AR Y less likely to damage
L X R sensitive track work such as
G the points of turnouts.
A Simply sand periodically to
remove any accumulated
dirt.




TRACK CLEANING SOLUTION:

A Kerosene, lamp oil and petroleum
based track cleaning products can be
used to clean track.

A They work by dissolving the greases
and olls on the track so they can be
wiped away.

A They do nothing to improve the
electrical conductivity between
wheel and track.

A Lamp oil is cheap, easy to store and g
comes In a convenient container. —




KEROSENE, SOAP and BALSA WO

A Balsa wood is an abrasive
but much less aggressive
than common Abrasive
blocks

A Soap and an ebase track
cleaner will dissolve dirt and
grease.

A Together, these three tools
will clean and polish your
tracks.




CONTACT CLEANERS

L

A Contact cleaners work differently as they are conductive.
A Use sparingly as the are designed to leave a thin conductive film.
A Remember thaANYTHIN®@et on rails attracts dust and gunk.

A Apply in small dabs and run whole train over area to clean track
and wheels.




TRACK CLEANING CARS

A Cars like this Centerline rail
and wheel cleaner can be
used wet or dry.

A A brass roller covered with
an absorbent materiel iIs
soaked with a cleaner and
rolled along the tracks.

This car does present a drag
In the train but Iin time it
can remove a considerable

Centerline Track cleaner amount of surface dirt.
with spare rollers.




A MODIFIED TRACK CLEANEF

It is easy to cut down a plastic
box car to fit over the
Centerline Chassis.

Here Is the LaSalle and
Bureau County Railway
(exNew Haven) car this
was modeled from. Need
more be said?



