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If you consider that the horse in 1855 was regarded as 
transportation much as the automobile is today, that would make 
this the first άŀǳǘƻ-ǘǊŀƛƴέ in use.  Back then towns were built 
about twenty miles apart, a good ŘŀȅΩǎ ride by horseback. A 
traveler with the use of this car could travel a hundred miles or 
more and still have access to his favorite mode of transportation. 

 



Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania 

This car now located in Pennsylvania was built at the Cumberland 
Valley Railroad shops in 1855.  It is the oldest passenger car 
preserved in the United States.   



A FUN MODEL TO BUILD 

Model Railroading is fun and 
this unique model proves it. 

ÅThis freelance model 
generally follows the 
outline of the  
Cumberland Valley car. 
Å It was άƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŜǊŜŘέ 

as a car built later, say 
in 1885 and as 
standard gauge.  
ÅModern updates 

would have included a 
clerestory roof, 
modern couplers and 
air brakes.  



CAR BUILT IN SECTIONS 

ÅThe end 
platforms 

ÅRoof (and ends) 

ÅThe Clerestory 
windows 

ÅVarious Doors 

ÅThe sides 

ÅCar ends  



CONSTRUCTION OF PLATFORM 

The platform assembly includes the truck bolster, 
platform, steps, handrails and couplers. 

 



Doing a bit of Testing 

ÅSometimes, when scratch building a car, it can be 
helpful to throw something together to determine 
how all the parts will fit.   
ÅThis assembly was used to develop  the car ends. 



A SIMPLE HOLDING FIXTURE 

This is a simple fixture used to 
hold the bolster and couplers 
in place while gluing. 

Lubricating the fixture with 
a THIN layer of petroleum 
jelly will help prevent glued 
parts from sticking. 



BOLSTER AND COUPLER 

Å Install (2) long floor beams 
first 

ÅDummy sill positions end of 
beams.  These will be 
replaced by the actual 
beams later  

Å Install (2) short beams next 

Å Install spacers between 
beams. 

Å Install coupler pocket spacer 
at top center. 

Å5Ǌƛƭƭ ƘƻƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘǊǳŎƪ άƪƛƴƎǇƛƴΦέ 

 



ADD PLATFORM 

ÅLightly sand the top flat 

ÅAdd the Platform first. 

ÅHold the sill against the platform 
and beams but do not glue at this 
time.  

Å  Notch the beam to fit the coupler 
pocket. 



FORMING THE END SILL 

ÅNotch end sill for 
coupler. 

ÅContour  the shape 
of sill. 

ÅAnother simple jig 
will be used to drill 
the end beams for 
the hand rails. 

ÅDo not install the 
hand rails just yet. 

 


